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When was the last time you fully saw the sun rise? Depending on 

the time of year it can be a challenge to get up early enough or get to 

a good vantage point with enough time to see it well. Sometimes the 

weather clouds a clear view of the event. But if you’ve been able to get 

past those obstacles and fully witness one, you can appreciate the ex-

perience.  

Although it’s something that literally happens every single day, 

there is something special about when the sun first cracks the horizon. 

As it does, direct rays of bright, warm light flood us and our surround-

ings, and the last, lingering shreds of night are forced to flee. Maybe 

it’s just me, but seeing that simple event leaves you in awe of the pro-

found beauty of God’s creation.  

So, what a perfect event to connect to Jesus’ resurrection. As the 

sun first cracked the horizon that morning 2,000 years ago, the world 

was profoundly and eternally changed. It’s not hard to see the dark-

ness that clings to life in this world. As the effects of our fallen condi-

tion as one of humanity, which is all completely depraved, run ram-

pant, it can seem like darkness and gloom inescapably loom over us.  

Nowhere is this more poignant than in death. Imagine the dark-

ness of a casket lid closing for the last time before being buried in the 

earth for an unknown length of time. That is the all-consuming dark-

ness that waits for every single person on earth. 

But even this darkness cannot remain when the light from Jesus’ 

resurrection breaks forth. Death wasn’t strong enough to hold Jesus in 

the tomb! He took back his life and holds it still today.  

Continued on pg 2 

LIKE THE GOLDEN SUN ASCENDING  
A Meditation on Hymn 470  
By Pastor Peter Plagenz 
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And he was just the beginning. His sacrificial 

death on the cross has purified us of every sin, so 

death has no claim on us anymore. Even though our 

heads will one day lie on that casket pillow, it is only 

for a short time. At Jesus’ voice, our bodies will one 

day come out of that casket to live again! 

What can we say? There is nothing that can ade-

quately express our jubilation! All we can do is thank 

and praise the one who will give us life not once, but 

LIKE THE GOLDEN SUN ASCENDING  
Continued from page 1 

twice! That life is what we give to him now as we live 

for him in every moment of every day. 

No early morning, tree, or cloud will stop the 

dawning of this resurrection light. Bask in the warmth 

and glow of this light always. 

Meditate on the hymn Like the Golden Sun As-

cending, which we will sing on the Second Sunday of 

Easter, April 16th. † 

LIKE THE GOLDEN SUN ASCENDING 
 

Like the golden sun ascending, breaking through the gloom of night,  

on the earth its glory spending so that darkness takes to flight,  

thus my Jesus from the grave and death’s dismal, dreadful cave  

rose triumphant Easter morning at the early purple dawning. 
 

Thanks to you, O Christ victorious! Thanks to you, O Lord of life!  

Death has now no power o’er us, you have conquered in the strife.  

Thanks because you did arise and have opened paradise!  

None can fully sing the glory of the resurrection story. 
 

You have died for my transgression, all my sins on you were laid.  

You have won for me salvation, on the cross my debt was paid.  

From the grave I shall arise and shall meet you in the skies.  

Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory. 
 

For the joy your advent gave me, for your gospel’s great reward,  

for your baptism which has saved me, for your supper and your Word;  

for your death, the bitter scorn, for your resurrection morn:  

Lord, I thank you and extol you, and in heav’n I shall behold you. 
 

Text: Philipp Nicolai, public domain. 
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 St. Paul’s Moms Group will be meeting for the 

first time on Saturday, April 15 at 10:00 am in room 

1102. Come hear a devotion and meet some great 

moms who have children from infant to preschool 

age. See what we are all about including information 

on our meetings and the other monthly activities we 

have planned for 2023. Kids are welcome at this meet-

ing. If you are unable to come to this first meeting but 

you are interested in future meetings, please contact 

Carole Melso (cmelso@stpaulswr.org) or Kellie      

Jensen (kjensen@stpaulswr.org) to be added to the 

contact list. † 

NEW MOMS GROUP  

FORMING 

ST. PAUL’S PRESCHOOL 

3K OPEN HOUSE 
 

Tuesday, April 18 

4:30-6:00 PM 

Learn more about our 3K program  

Tour the facility. Visit the classroom.  

Meet the teachers. Ask questions. 

Cookies and refreshments will be served. 

Hope to see you there! 

Welcome  
New Member 

Grace Vogt 

HELP STILL NEEDED FOR 

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 
With Mrs. Amy Proeber going on maternity 

leave soon, we are in need of someone to help with   

before school care. The hours are 7:00-8:30 am on 

school days. This is a paid position, or you can vol-

unteer. Duties include welcoming families, super-

vising the art table and other activities, reading 

books, and helping children pack up to go to their 

classrooms. You would work with another staff 

member. If you are able to help in this way, please 

contact Mrs. Carole Melso at cmelso@stpaulswr.org 

or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119. † 

CHRISTIAN LIFE               

WORKSHOPS COMING 

The Board of Family Ministry would like our  

congregation to have regular workshops that en-

courage families to better understand and improve 

the Christian relationships in their lives and their 

community. These half-day to all-day workshops 

would be held on a quarterly basis and can be  

sponsored by any church group. The workshops 

will be on Christian-based subject like marriage, 

parenting, mental health, outreach, stewardship, 

and finances. A nominal fee may be charged, if   

necessary.  Watch your bulletin for announcements 

about upcoming workshops.  If you are interested  

in helping organize one or more workshops, please 

contact Kent Schroeder at knks@wctc.net or         

715-213-7904. 
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Riddle of the month: “If April 

showers bring May flowers what 

do May flowers bring?”  Yes, it’s 

an oldie but a goodie, but if you 

don’t recall the answer you may 

wish to find “an oldie but a good-

ie” (person, that is) to help you 

with the solution! 

It’s been an action packed few 

weeks since our last newsletter, 

so let’s get right to it…. First from 

the hardwoods - in the rematch at 

St. Peter’s the Crusaders came out 

victorious in both A-team and B-

team competitions.  Next, our co-

ed A-team headed up to the annu-

al Northland Lutheran Grade 

School Basketball Tournament.  

The Panthers fell short in both 

games, first to the Mustangs of 

Our Savior’s and then to the Hor-

nets of St. John’s, Neillsville.  

Coach Christenson was proud of 

his team and how hard they 

worked to improve as the year 

progressed!  A HUGE thank you to 

Mr. and Mrs. Christenson for once 

again coaching our teams this 

year!!  Also to all the parents and 

players, especially as we say fare-

well to our departing 8th grade 

student/athletes:  Jasmine Chap-

man, Kaiden Fairbanks, and Xaris 

Sellnow. Thanks as well to Pastor 

Proeber, Mr. Melso and Mr. Pat-

rick Gear who officiated our home 

contests.  We’d also like to give a 

shout out to Mr. Al Verjinsky who 

donated the food and to Mrs. Kris-

tie Schroeder both of whom 

worked tirelessly in the conces-

sion stand. And, last but not least, 

to our Athletic Director Mrs. Prov-

ost for organizing and keeping 

tabs over the entire operation.  

And, speaking of Mrs. Provost, 

she and Principal Melso hosted 

“Kindergarten Roundup” where it 

was learned that approximately 

fourteen eager children are hop-

ing to enroll in our hallowed halls 

next year.   

Next, on March 15th, grades 5-

8 attended the annual “Academic 

Challenge” at NLHS. The results 

have been tabulated and here is 

how they fared: Grades 7-8 = 1st 

Place (tie) Team Overall went to 

our very own “Dill Pickles” made 

up of team members Julia Chris-

tenson, Katie Garbisch and 

Kendyll Nowak. Jasmine Chapman 

likewise earned a 1st place medal 

for her solo on the clarinet. 

Grades 5-6 = Jacob Whitehead 

captured the 1st Place medal in 

the geography competition.  Last-

ly, numerous ribbons were gar-

nered for the artistic creativity 

displayed by all four grades.  

Congratulations to all of our St. 

Paul’s winners and participants!!! 

Yet another thank you goes 

out to Department of Criminal In-

vestigation Special Agent Jason 

Christenson.  On March 17th, he 

gave two presentations on safe 

practices for internet, social me-

dia and on-line gaming. The first 

took place during the afternoon 

for grades 3-8, while a second oc-

curred that evening for our par-

ents. Information and ideas were 

shared to raise awareness of the 

possible risks that children could 

face in all of the above areas.  

Finally, and most importantly, 

with Easter being just a few short 

weeks away, we thank God for 

SPRING, SPRANG, SPRUNG 
By Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

sending His one and only Son to 

be our Savior!  We are eternally 

grateful that we can say with full 

confidence, “The Lord is risen.  

He is risen indeed, alleluia!” So, in 

conclusion, if the opportunity pre-

sents itself, be certain to reread 

that great resurrection chapter of 

1st Corinthians 15…and have a 

most blessed Easter!  † 

Left: “Dill 
Pickles” 
 

Below:  
Preparing 
for the   
trebuchet 
competition 

Right: Geography 
Champion 

 

Below: Hanging 
out at the         

Academic     
Challenge 
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collect at the Willing Workers 

meetings plus donations from 

mite boxes. (A mite box is a small 

cardboard box that members can 

use to save coins for missions. 

You can find mite boxes on the 

table across from the mail slots.) 

You can also give a cash gift or a 

check. Mite boxes and other gifts 

should be brought to the office by 

April 2, so we have time to pre-

pare a check for the rally. 

We hope you will take this 

opportunity to learn more about 

the mission work taking place 

through Institutional Ministries. † 

This year’s Spring Mission Ral-

ly will be held on Saturday, April 

15 at Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

in Stratford. The theme is Dark-

ness to Light. Guest speakers, 

Rev. Bob Pasbrig and Chaplain 

Sarah Guenther, will tell us how 

Institutional Ministries is shining 

the light of Jesus in dark places 

like hospitals, prisons, mental 

health facilities, and hospice cen-

ters. The rally runs from 9:00 am 

to noon with doors opening at 8:00 

am for refreshments and fellow-

ship. Registration is only $3.00 per 

person, so take a carload of 

friends. 

MISSION RALLY IN STRATFORD 

K-2 playing the game of war. 

The spring and fall mission 

rallies are organized by the     

Wisconsin River Valley Circuit of 

the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

Society (LWMS).  However, both 

men and women are invited to the 

rallies as well as young people 

that might be interested.  The lo-

cation of the rallies rotate among 

congregation in the circuit, which 

ranges from Rapids to Merrill and 

Ringle to Neillsville. Our church is 

scheduled to host in April of 2025. 

At the rally an offering is taken 

to support missions. We also send 

a check with donations that are 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Friday, April 21 

5:30-8:30 PM 

Games. Food. Fun. 

For all-ages. 

“I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light,  
and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins  

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” 
 

Acts: 17b-18 
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added a line called “Other In-

come” and put the number in 

there that would make the two 

items balance. As of the end of 

February, we “budgeted” 

$89,198.64 in receipts for 

other income, but no mon-

ies have been recorded as 

received. This is one of the 

reasons why the weekly 

bulletin numbers look so 

askew. Figures for the 

week of 3/19/23 reflect a budget 

of $657,291 expected with 

$515,677 received, for a shortfall 

of $141,614.  

Recently Treasurer Kevin 

Meister asked me to review the 

estate gifts we received this year. 

Since July 1, 2022, we received 

two estate gifts totaling $47,917 

which currently are in our savings 

account.  In the next several days, 

we will record these two gifts as 

part of our “other income” so you 

may notice a significant shift in 

bulletin numbers in the weeks 

ahead. 

BALANCING THE BUDGET 
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary  

 Budget preparations are cur-

rently underway for the 2023-24 

fiscal (budget) year. Preparing a 

budget is part science, part art. 

We can predict certain things like 

salary costs, mortgage payments, 

and garbage pickup. But other 

items, like heating costs, health 

insurance premiums, and food 

costs for hot lunch, are subject to 

changes, so we do our “best 

guess” to obtain a final budget. 

Similarly, we do the same type 

of process with our income items.  

We can estimate tuition receipts, 

day care income, and hot lunch 

monies based on enrollments in 

those areas. Other revenue 

sources, like current envelope 

giving and special gifts, require 

more of our “best guess” ap-

proach, based on historical trends 

and current events.  

This year we presented a BAL-

ANCED budget to the Voters that 

was adopted by the assembly. In 

order to make the income equal 

the expenses (to “balance”), we 

HELP DECORATE FOR EASTER 
Our Easter decorations always make Easter morning 

seem more glorious. You can help us set that joyful mood in 

a couple of ways.  First, purchase a live flowering or green 

plant. Your plant will be part of the Easter morning display, 

and then it is yours to keep. The scent of spring flowers  

really adds to the atmosphere. See the Ministry Table to 

place your order. 

Second, help with Easter decorating on 

Saturday, April 8 starting at 9:00 am.  The 

work includes taking down Good Friday 

window coverings, putting up pew can-

dles, arranging the live plants, and placing 

other decorations. There are tasks for all 

talents and abilities. † 

Having said all that, budgets 

are just our best guess as to what 

we can expect for income and ex-

penses. What is of more im-

portance is our ACTUAL 

numbers. Thus far this 

year through February 28, 

our actual income was 

$735,280 and our actual 

expenses were $727,011 

for a surplus of $8,269.  By 

the grace of God, we have 

been able to remain positive over-

all. (Please refer to the most re-

cent Treasurers Report for specific 

details.)  

So what is the bottom line? We 

shouldn’t base our giving solely 

on what is budgeted at the annual 

meeting. While we corporately 

agree to support the budget, take 

the time to reflect individually on 

all that God has done for you and 

your family, and all that He contin-

ues to do for you. Then give out of 

thankfulness for the bounty you 

have. After all, God gave His Son 

for us. We could all do more! † 

Current  

 In memory of Russ Pollnow’s Feb. 6          
birthday given by Linda Pollnow 

Outreach  

 In memory of Peter Gee given by his sister, 
Stephanie Bathke, and her family 

Endowment Fund  

 In memory of Robin’s sister, Cindy 
Menden, given by David & Robin Koeshall 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

& MEMORIALS  
through March 19, 2023 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
How does a Christian congregation use the keys? 

A Christian congregation with its called servants of Christ uses the keys in accordance 

with Christ’s command by forgiving those who repent of their sin and are willing to 

amend, and by excluding from the congregation those who are plainly impenitent that 

they may repent. I believe that when this is done, it is as valid and certain in heaven also, 

as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us himself. 

Where is this written? 

Jesus says in Matthew, chapter 18, “Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

Why do Christians gather together in congregations? 

Hebrews 10:24,25  Let us also consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good works.  Let us 

not neglect meeting together, as some have the habit of doing. Rather, let us encourage each other, and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.  

Acts 2:42  They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 

the bread, and to the prayers.  

2 Peter 3:18  Instead grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glo-

ry, both now and forever. Amen.  † 

- 2017 NPH 

IN THE MAILBOX 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

The Lord has led Carole and me to decline the 

calls to serve as teachers at Pilgrim Lutheran School 

in Mesa, Arizona. The Lord has shown us that at this 

time he wants us to continue to serve Him here at St. 

Paul’s. We thank the Lord for the gifts He has given 

us, and we will continue to use those gifts to guide 

children and their families to a closer relationship 

with their Savior.  

We appreciate the opportunity the Lord has   

given us to wrestle with Him in prayer as we went 

through a trying time of self-evaluation. We thank  

all who have been praying that the Lord would 

guide us in our decisions. 

Please pray for Carole and me, and all our 

called workers that the Lord will bless our minis-

tries. Please also pray for the Pilgrim congregation 

as they continue to call for teachers to serve them. 

Serving our Savior, 

John & Carole Melso 

Dear St. Paul’s, 

Thank you for the scholarship. I can’t wait to use the 

skills I learn to teach the next generation. 

Thanks. 

Emma Schroeder 

 

I would like to thank the volunteers from St. Paul’s 

Lutheran for helping our clients during the week of 

3/13. This covered 5 days through 3/17. We served 

115 clients and 273 family members. There were 8 

new clients added to our files. 

Judy Anderson is the lead volunteer supplying the 

list of client shoppers to me every 15 weeks. 

Our number of clients continues to grow, and our 

pantry staff appreciates all the help that your church 

group provides. 

Thanks again for your help at FOCUS Food Pantry 

and supporting those in need in our area.  

FOCUS Food Pantry 

Pat Barton, Assistant Operations Manager 



St. Paul’s Epistle  April 2023 edition 

8 

 

Phone: 715-421-3634 

E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

April 2023 edition 

  
Non-Profit  

Organization 
US Postage 

Paid 
Permit No. 46 

Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
311 14th Ave S 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

April 2-9 

Palm Sunday ~ 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

Holy Thursday ~ 4:00 & 6:00 PM 

Good Friday ~ 12:10 & 6:00 PM 

Easter Sunday ~ 7:00 & 9:30 AM 


